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THE PATTZRN OF AGRICULTURS -

Number and Size of Parms

As the spiread of railroads brought increased interest in agriculture, farm num-
bers in Adams County increased from 783 in 1900 to 1,203 in 1910. Lower wheat prices
drought, and depression then caused a reduction that lasted until 1945. Sub-margine
al farms were abandoned; others were consolidated into larpger holdings., There were
597 farms in the county in 1945 and a few more by 1950. The number then increased
during the 1950!'s as {arnland in the new irrigation project was bought by the govern-
ment and resold in smaller units, Adams County, with 786 farms in 1959, ranked 24th
statewlde.

As virgin land was broken to the plow in the years from 1900 to 1910 the pro-
portion of the county area in farms doubled, Average farm size also increased dur-
ing this development period, rising from 632 to 776 acres. Consolidation of farus
into larger holdings caused the average size to continue to increase until 1950 when
it reached 1,835 acres, Irrigation and the subdivision of farms within the Columbia
Basin Project area then brought a reduction in average farm acreage during the 1950tg
The farm average drooped to 1,370 acres by 1959 but only one other county in Wash-
ington (Franklin) surpassed Adans in farm size,

Although the trend is toward more and smaller farws in irrigated areas, the
majority of Adams County'!s apricultural alnd has been, and continues to be, in large
holdings. Of 1,076,960 acres of farmland in 1959, 8l percent was in 338 farms having
at least 1,000 acres, Fifty~eipht percent was held by iL3 farms of 2,000 acres or '
more. Most of the county's large larms are in dryland wheat areas. Only six farms
reported irrigating 500 acres or more in 1959 end three irrigated 1,000 acres or more

Table 10, Number, Size and Total Acreage of Adans County Farms, 1900-1959

Total Farms Average size | Total County Percent of

Year | in the County of farms in Area in farus County area
the County (acres) in Farms

(acres)

1900 783 631. 5 b()).].’ 1-152 ilOo ]4
1910 1,263 77545 979,155 80,0
1920 | 1,080 865.,7 938,395 7647
1930 818 1,23045 1,006, 562 32,3
1940 651 1,L477.0 961,557 193
195 597 1,767.6 1,055, 281 87,0
1950 602 1,53L.6 1,20k,14125 91.1
1954 639 1,616,7 1,033,088 85,2
1959 786 1,370.2 1,076,960 8.8

Source: U.S, Census of Agriculture.
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Table 11, MNurmber of Farms, Land in Farms and Value of Livestock and Crops
Sold Off Farms, Washington Counties - 1959

Value of all
Value of 2ll
Number | All ILand in Livestock and their
County of Farms i Farms (acres) gzgﬁz §Z%glg§§‘ Procucis Sold Off
i V0 / Farms (dollars)

Adams 786 1,076,960 21, 055 532 3,547,300
Asotin - 325 36& 405 2 589 582 151?9,h6h
Benton 1 281 562 809 12 3912, 165 3,958 996
Chelan 1,636 215 &6 16 87? 563 660 083
Clallam 72} 68 739 706 055 2 858 512
Clark 2,778 188,179 3,020,725 8. 222,&99
Columbia ©333 359,13& 9,778,027 1,148,786
Cowlitz 1 01& 80 176 1,022, 291 2 808 88h
Douglas ’939 1,012, T561 12 985 276 1,067,7&3
Ferry 283 298 2h7 396 384 931,057
Frankl in h2 590 027 10, 305 160 3, 596 711
Garficlid -27h th 0g), 6 871 789 898 109
Grant 2,097 1,075 6ly2 26 083 038 129555,69h
Grays Harbor 896 99,529 92& 067 2,639,717
Island h93 38,702 515863 1,909,572
Jefferson 266 35 123 212,568 758,107
King 2,952 13k, 719 6,21407212 11,298,190
Kitsap " 906 29,776 u37 819 1, 37h 5&7
Kittitas 905 ‘ )uO 035 2 961 833 10 9h5 370
Klickivat wl | seo.el 3,859,102 3,083,797
Lewis 2,230 | 25) 012 1, 8,3 7636 7,935,561
Lincoln ' 952 1 uze »981 21,035,259 3,253,363
Mason 328 35,518 202,594 728,250
Okanogan 1,762 2 0b8 1,06 10, 681 564 5,723953?
Pacific 1499 53 318 819 22} 1,086,617
Pend Creille - 366 12h,239 265 001 1 222 h88
Pierce 2.535 153,363 L;,928 685 .L{J t‘50 000
San Juan 209 }5,70? . 9l"o9h 595 Lo3
Skagit 1,740 1 t,770 6,722,958 9, 167 981,
Skamania 177 29,;7? 283 595 259 736
Snohomish 2,919 118,604 2; ?83 695 12,899,240
Spokane 2,990 622 ,008 15,091 158 8, hOB 816
_ Stevens 1,608 803,776 3,836.157 5,676 015
Thurston 13220 1h2,170 1 952 hOB 5, )4 930
Wahkizlum 302 26,299 l?h Lis 1,052,642
Walla Walla 981 822,729 19,957,199 Y 228 8oL
Whatcom 3,151 185,0h5 3,943,630 17, >706,625
Whitman 1,824 1,485,709 h3,632 hBh 7,398 L8l
Yalcima 6,010 1,884,694 75, .'uv,.:U( 32,919,536
State Total 51,577 | 18,716,972 353,816,18L 215,388,266
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Grain farnzn” dominates . Adams County s agrlcultural act1v1t1es. Cash-graln
farms went *£ion 565 in 1950 to: 595 in 1959. +Their progortion compared to all farns,
however, deereased from 83 to-7&.percent dnring the same period because of the in-
creaBe ‘in- far types broug 1t on-by 1rr1ga%;1.on.~ A1l other tynes 1ncreased both in
number and pércentagevise from 195h to 1959, THe trenc in farm numbers dées not
necessarlly iﬂchate *rend 3 acreage, howeVer, because QL changlng farn\51ze.
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Of the couqty*s‘ﬂ,212 800, acres, 89, perCent was. in’ faimland in. 1959--a figure
surnassed only in four otuer Washington counties. ;arvested cropland that year
was 399,033 acres (37 percent of all farmland) and Acaus rai‘ed third statewide in
this respect. Daature, including cropland and woodland used for pasture, accounted

for 25 percent of all farm acreage. Sunmer fallow and cther land took up the re-
maining 38 percent,
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Table 12, Types of Farms, Adams County, 1959

‘ Percent of
" | Number of |all farms in
Type of farms 1/ ) ~ farms the County . - . ‘
1951 {1959 § 195k | 1959 |
N H .
Total farms in county 2/ 6391 786 e | e
Field crop farms , ) 570} 620 | 89,2 | 80.0 |
Cash-grain. 565| 595 i 88,4 | 1547 .
Other field-crop. . e C5 330 0,81 L2
Vegetable farms 0 0 0 0
Fruit-and-mt farms 0 0 0 0
Poultry farms o © 0:10
Dairy farms 0 1 0 T 0.1
Livestock farms other than poultry and dairy| 17{ 55| 2,7{ 7.0
General farms 20 56| 0,31 Tl
Miscellaneous and unclassified farms gl 16 0,8] 2.0

1/ Data are estimates made for all farms upon the basis of tabulation of data-
for a sample of approximately one=fifth of all farms, These estimates are
sub jeot te sampling errors and will not agree exmotly with totals obtained by
the tabuwlatlon of data for all farms, ’

2/ The definition used for a farm in 1959 18 more restrictive than that used for
1954 and part of the changes in the number of farms from 1954 to 1959 resulted
from the change in definition, Peduction in nunber of :farms due to ohange for
Adams County between 1954 and 1959 is 7. .

Source: U,S. Census of Agriculiure, :
Farm Values o P S

Farm value’ (land and buildings) increased greatly- after the turn of the cen~
tury, averaging- i, 963 -per farm in 1900: and {520,668 ten years later.- The trend -
continued upward during the following decade, although at a2 slower rate, It then -
went down slightly during the 1920's, In 1940 average farm value was § 32,112 and
by 1950 it had tripled to {105,310 with the promise of irrigatior development on
Columbia Basin Project lands, Values continued to increase during the 1950's and
in 1959 the average Adans County farm was worth {133,626 (89,551 above the state
average). Values-on a por acres basis have generally followed a similar pattern,
going from $7.86 in 1900 to'3}36.70 in 1920, dropping to 21,7k 4n 1940, then in-
creasing again, Farmland, including buildings,” was worth an average (102,15 in
1959, l6.59 below the state average, This reflects large acreages in dryland
wheat farms and maslis the presence of high priced land in irrigated sections.

Irrigation ;" - ;i

The number of irrigated farms rose from 11 in 1950 %o 127 in 195h. By 1959
the total was up to 321, which was Ll percent of all county farms, Irrigated farms
in 1959 contained 359,250 acres, or 33 percent. ’'of all farmland in the county,
However, only 48,280 acres actually were irrigdted, Of the 111,87k acres in cron-
land harvested on irrigated Carms, Ll4,752 acres wers irrigated. . When compared with
the 657 acres of irrigated cropland harvested in 1950 this illustrates the impact
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Figure 7. Utilization of Farmland in Adams County, 1959,

of the Columbia Basin Project. Mbstairrigated-farms (77 percent) watered between
50 and 500 acres. Irrigated farms averaged 1,119 acres each in 1959, - indicating
the majority of land in these farms is not.actually under irrigation, '

Table 134 Valﬁe.of Farmland and Buildings - -
Adams County, -1900-1959. 1/

. County Average Values | Value of all Farmland

- Tear | Per farm | Per acre | and Buildings
: (dollars) Lgﬁdollars}' . (dollars)

19000 1,963 7.86 | 3,885,950
1910 20,668 = 26,65 26,103,779
1920 31} 767 : 36 . 70 3’-13 }435) ’.ng
1930 28,096 ; 22,83 22,932,528

S Iokoy 32,112 b 21,7} 20,90k, 912
1950 105,310 | sh.57 T 63,396,620
195k 130,677 | 82,507 ! - 83,502,603
1959 | 133,626 |- 102,15 | 105,030,036

1/ Data are based on feporfs'for'a sample of farms.
Source: U.S, Census of Agriculture,
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Table 14, Cropland on Irrigated Farms, Adams County, 1959, 195L, 1950

Tten 1959 | 1954 | 1950
Number of irrigated farms 321 127 11
Cropland harvested from irrigated farms (acres) | 111,87h| b9,531 | L,372
. Land irrigated (acres) 48,200| 10,959 | 1,237
Irrigated cropland harvested (acres) L, 7521 9,898 657
Pastured cropland on irrigated farms {(acres) 13,507+ 1,530 0
A1l land in irrigated farms (acres) . 359,250 | 205,654 | 88,985

- Sourcet U,S, Census ofrAéricuiture.

Farm Tenure and Residence

The proportion of farms under full ownership, where the owner operates only
the land he owns, fluctuated between 20 and 27 percent frowm 1925 to 1959, Farms
operated by part owmers who operated the land they owned and also rented land from
others, increased frou 31 percent in 1925 to 43 percent in 1959. The pronortion
run by tenants who rent Irom the owners or.work on shares has generally decreased,
from 43 percent in 1925 to 30 percent in 1959, #ahagers who work for wages operate
very few farms in Adans County--only two in 1959,

Table 15, Farm Operators, Number and Percent of Farns by Terure of
' Operator, Acams County, 1925-1959, ° R

Number of dunber of Fars | Percent of all Farms
Year{ Farms in{ Full’] Fart | . i | Full | Part [ :

. County |Owners|Cuners ManagérsiTenantS‘Owners Ouners!ilonagers|Tenants -
19254 817 - | 196 | 250 2L, 3.8 2h.2 | 30,6 2.6 . | bh2.6
1930 818 184 | 272 g - 353 {-22,5 33.3 1.1 3.2
1935 755 167 236 g 343 22,1 1 31.3 1.2 L5.4
1940f 651 | 153 | 2l2 16 j- 20§ 23.5.] 37.2 | 2.5 | 3649
19451 597 119 | 225 T Vo2h6 19,9 37.7 | 1.2 kl.2
1950] . 602, {128 | 22i 3 ekT | 2L.3) 37.2 ] 0.5 41,0
195kl 639 153 | 241 L 2L 1 23.9. 1 37,7 | 0.6 1 37,7
1959) . 786...1 213 | 3kl 2 230 | 27.1 1 L3 | 0.3 29.3.

Source: U,S. Census of Agriculture

Land in farms by tenure of operator gives a different picture than that shown
by farm numbers. The 1959 Census of Agriculture showed 633,312 acres, or 6l per-
cent of all farmland in the county, as operated by part owners. This indicates
that although only Ll percent of the farms are under vart ownership these tend to be
the larger farms., Full owners in 1959, although having 27 percent of the farms,
operated only 13 percent of the land in farms,

. Eighty percent of farm operators in the county in 1959 lived on their farms
while the other 20 percent lived eith:r in other rural residences or in town,
Operators who worked off their farms at least part-time numbered 2i;7, and 108 of
these spent 100 days or more at off-farm work. Income from non-farm sources exceed-
ed that from sale of farm products for 66 operators,
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Figure 8,  ZLand in Famms, by Tenuie of Operator, Adams County, 1959.

Fagilities and Equinment -

As farming becomes more and mure rechanized, a fammer's production capabil-
ity and standard of living are reflectéd in the facilities and egquipment at ais
~disposal. Comparison of Adams- Gounty with all Washington farms with respect to
non-specialized items in 1959 shows proportionally more Adarms County farms with
telephones, home freezers, .motortrucks, tractors and automoblles,

. A look at wore .specialized equipment shows a higherp percentage of Adams
County farmers having grain combines, corn pickers, pick-up balers, crawler
tractors, and power onerated elevators, conveyors and slowers. This reflects
the greater emphasis on grain and other field crops as compared with the state
as a whole, Fewer farms in the county have milking equipment, percentagewise,
as dairying is a minor industry. B -
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Farms in Adams County, 1959. af

Facili 'i'.y or

Number of

Percent of

Percent of 411

Equipment Iten

j Farms Using

Farms in County

Farms in State

Equipped Equipped
1959 { 1954 | 1959 | 195k 1959
Telephone 682 | 511 | 90,2 | 86,0 | 85,5
Home freezer 6381 b33 Bl.k 72,9 | 61,1
Milking machine 20 10 2,6 1.7 19.9
Electric milk cooler 6 no 0.8 - 11.8
data i
Crop drier (for grain, * 1o :
forage or other crops) 2 | data 0.3 -— 0.8
Power operated elevator, no ‘
conveyor or blower L2 | data 1 58,5 - C18.h
Grain combines 5688 { 533 | ‘77.8 89,7 | 16,6
Corn pickers 16 11 2.1 c.2 | 0.8
Pick up baler w29 ! 18,6 e 15,4
Field forage harvester 3l 20 1 L,1 3uh } - 6,6
Motortrucks 72h 1 570 { 95.8 96,0 72,2
Tractors C 73k STL 9741 9687 | 82,6 -
Crawler tractors b 502 | 519 660 87.4 | 21,3
Automobiles - 70 i 572 ¢+ 95,0 96,3 89,7
" i

1/ Data are based on reports for a sample of farms.

Source: U.S. Census of Agriculture, 1959.



